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S2RE3C 1| The Lion & the Mouse

A Lion lay asleep in the forest, his great head resting on his paws. A timid little Mouse
came upon him unexpectedly, and in her fright and haste to get away, ran across the Lion's nose.
Roused from his nap, the Lion laid his huge paw angrily on the tiny creature to kill her.

"Spare me!" begged the poor Mouse. "Please let me go and someday | will surely repay

you.

The Lion was much amused to think that a Mouse could ever help him. But he was
generous and finally let the Mouse go.

Some days later, while stalking his prey in the forest, the Lion was caught in the toils of a
hunter's net. Unable to free himself, he filled the forest with his angry roaring. The Mouse knew the
voice and quickly found the Lion struggling in the net. Running to one of the great ropes that bound
him, she gnawed it until it parted, and soon the Lion was free.

"You laughed when I said | would repay you," said the Mouse. "Now you see that even a
Mouse can help a Lion."

A kindness is never wasted.

ZERE3C 2| The Fox & the Grapes

A Fox one day spied a beautiful bunch of ripe grapes hanging from a vine trained along the
branches of a tree. The grapes seemed ready to burst with juice, and the Fox's mouth watered as he
gazed longingly at them.

The bunch hung from a high branch, and the Fox had to jump for it. The first time he
jumped he missed it by a long way. So he walked off a short distance and took a running leap at it,
only to fall short once more. Again and again he tried, but in vain.

Now he sat down and looked at the grapes in disgust.

"What a fool I am," he said. "Here | am wearing myself out to get a bunch of sour grapes
that are not worth gaping for."”

And off he walked very, very scornfully.

There are many who pretend to despise and belittle that which is beyond their reach.

SR25 3| The Ants & the Grasshopper

One bright day in late autumn a family of Ants were bustling about in the warm sunshine,
drying out the grain they had stored up during the summer, when a starving Grasshopper, his fiddle
under his arm, came up and humbly begged for a bite to eat.

"What!" cried the Ants in surprise, "haven't you stored anything away for the winter? What
in the world were you doing all last summer?"

"I didn't have time to store up any food,” whined the Grasshopper; "I was so busy making
music that before | knew it the summer was gone."

The Ants shrugged their shoulders in disgust.

"Making music, were you?" they cried. "Very well; now dance!" And they turned their
backs on the Grasshopper and went on with their work.

There's a time for work and a time for play.
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. I was on my way home one day when an amazing idea popped in my head...
2. On my favorite holiday, | decided to do something different...

3. It was one of the happiest days of my life...

4. 1 just got an invitation to spend my day with my favorite band...

5. I was walking on the beach when I saw a magic lamp sticking out of the sand...
6. 1 would never have dreamed that | would...

7. My friends and I were walking through the woods, when suddenly we heard...
8. I was on my way to my friend’s house, when suddenly...

9. I stood there mesmerized. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw...

10. I was one of those days when everything seems to go wrong...

11. The best birthday I ever had was...

12. One day, I got a postcard from a friend I haven’t seen for a long time...
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